
 

 

Foothills District’s Scouting for Food Collaboration 

“help other people at all times” 

The Foothills District (along with some other local districts) is coordinating a district-wide 

Scouting for Food event for local food banks from now through December. I am Shaffiq Welji, 

the district’s Food Champion, an assistant cubmaster with Pack 744. I am happy to support the 

local units participating in Scouting for Food. I can coordinate and share best practices and 

materials with interested units. We are leaving the essential decisions up to the units, but I will 

share basic resources with all of you. You can read more about Scouting for Food at:  

• Information at Scouting.org  

• Aaron on Scouting’s Page 

 

Coordinating Information: It would be helpful to have the basic information of units that are 

involved. You can e-mail me directly or fill out our involvement form at 

<https://bit.ly/foothillssff>. Units can contact me directly at 678.315.7160 or through our 

district’s email address: Scoutingforfood@foothillsbsa.org 

I will send out an update to those units who are participating in the project, so you should plan 

to fill out the form to update your progress every week or two. We will recognize participating 

units at the annual Foothills Banquet on January 30, 2026. 

 

How to get involved in Scouting for Food: There are many ways to get involved in Scouting for 

Food. Feel free to develop your Unit’s own approach, but here are a few ways to get involved. 

We encourage you to pick one or more of the following approaches: 

1. Set up a Drop-off Location. If your unit has a space or a Charter Organization that wants 

to get involved, you may be able to set up a drop-off location for food collection. Scouts 

can also ask neighbors to drop off food in a bin on their driveways or porches. 

2. A traditional food drive. A traditional approach follows the steps: Inform, Collect, Sort, 

Deliver, Report. Visit or communicate with your neighbors door-to-door (or using other 

approaches). Develop a one-minute introduction. Let them know you are collecting food 

at a particular date and time (you can offer to allow them to drop off food or you can go 

to their house to collect food). Give them about 7-10 days to get food. Let them know 

https://www.scouting.org/partnerwithus/corporate-social-responsibility-opportunities/scouting-for-food/
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2015/10/30/what-is-scouting-for-food/
https://bit.ly/foothillssff
mailto:Scoutingforfood@foothillsbsa.org


what to donate and drop off the food at the appropriate location. If you follow this 

approach, please check out the Northwest Georgia Council’s page because they have 

important safety tips. Reminders: Use the buddy system. Never enter anyone else’s 

house. Wear your uniform. Ensure you wear safety belts in cars. Make sure you are with 

an adult. Thank everyone even if they do not contribute. 

3. Volunteer. Many organizations like the Atlanta Community Food Bank and MUST 

Minstries allow scouts to volunteer to serve. Each group has minimum age requirements 

that start at about 8 or 10 years old. 

 

Organizations to Support: There are lots of organizations locally that are involved in food 

distribution in the Foothills District. You can find a list linked here. I have talked to quite a few of 

the organizations, and they have all been willing to help and work with us. I wanted to call out a 

few specific organizations, but please work with whoever makes the most sense for your unit.  

• Cobb Schools. Some of the Cobb Schools (East Cobb Middle School and Brumby 

Elementary and maybe others) are running a collection for food. Please reach out to 

your local schools and coordinate with their efforts. They have a list of needs, so make 

sure that you reach out to them to coordinate. The East Cobb Middle and Brumby 

donation, for example, needs to be delivered by December 15. Christine Triebsch 

(triebsch@bellsouth.net) is helping to coordinate the effort with East Cobb Middle and 

Brumby. 

• MUST Ministries is very involved with many of the local churches in the area, and they 

collect and distribute food. Like ACFB, they also distribute food barrels. Scouts can also 

volunteer with MUST if they are at least 10 years old. You can reach out to them at 

about getting donation barrels at ttapp@mustministries.org or their volunteer 

coordinator at kwilson@mustministries.org 

• Many others. There are many organizations in the area that are involved in food 

distribution. You can find a list linked here. Please contact them and coordinate your 

efforts to match their needs. 

 

What to Donate: Each Food Bank has its own list of needed items. Please coordinate with the 

group your unit is partnering with. For example, the Atlanta Community Food Bank has 

published its list of needed items (linked) here. Many food banks offer multiple ways of giving, 

including non-perishable food items, volunteering time to sort or box or distribute items at the 

organization, donating money directly, and donating other items. I would encourage you to 

participate in as many ways as your unit is able. 
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https://www.acfb.org/wp-content/uploads/Food-Drive-Poster.pdf


 

Other notes:  

• If your unit is interested, the scout store has Scouting for Food patches available at $2.39 

per patch. Just be aware that they can order patches for units, but they need at least 2 

weeks. Otherwise, supplies are limited. 

•  The district will recognize participating units at the annual Foothills Banquet on January 

30, 2026. 


